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the most threatening.   In the latter, trouble was averted iof
the time being by die appointment of a Royal CommissiQi^
with Mr. Justice Sankey as chairman, which reconHnendecf
an increase of 2s. a day in wages and the institution of the sevea-
hour day.   A majority of this Commission went on to recom*
mend the nationalization of the mines, and six years later it
was one of the chief complaints of the miners that they had
returned to work in 1919 in the belief that the Government
was pledged to carry out this recommendation, and that if
had failed to do so.   It was never probable that a Government
which was dependent on a Conservative majority in the Hotte
of Commons would be in a position to nationalize a gr6C
industry.    The majority proved strong enough to impose
its view on the Goverment on many occasions, and before
the Parliament was over it insisted on the repeal of the land
taxes instituted in the Budget of 1909, with which the name
of the Prime Minister was specially associated.
The Irish Question
The multitude of subjects which required to be dealt with in the first years after die war must have been distracting tb any Government,  and though the  Coalition  Government tried heroically to deal with them all, it could seldom concentrate on any.    There was an unfinished war in Russia where the Allies were spending immense sums of money in \ attempts to support the White-Russian counter-revolutionaries against the Bolshevists,  and a  continuous  and  dangerous r struggle between Turks and Greeks, the latter of whom had ;im|)riidendy been encouraged by the Allies to invade die s^ .lff^<As- of Asia Minor.    There were incessant Paris, Cannes, and Genoa, at which '^^^g^'^ expetts fought gallantly, but with opposition to mitigate the econ-and to restore tirade between the fon&er the question of Ireland, to come to terms on
tap of a subordmte JPadiameat in Dublin was entering te final stage   Il^stpry of that must be taken up from wkcfe it was left after the Rebellion of 1916
